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NOTE: The 2018 False Claims Act statistics
can be found here .

The Department of Justice obtained more
than $2.8 billion in settlements and
judgments from civil cases involving fraud and
false claims against the government in the
fiscal year ending Sept.30, 2018. Recoveries
since 1986, when Congress substantially
strengthened the civil False Claims Act, now
total more than $59 billion.

The nearly three billion dollars recovered by

In 1986, Congress strengthened the Act by
increasing incentives for whistleblowers to file

pursuit of health care fraud prevents billions
more in losses by deterring those who might
otherwise try to cheat the system for their own
gain.

The largest recoveries involving the

health care industry this past year came

from the drug and medical device

industry.  In one matter, AmerisourceBergen
Corporation and certain of its subsidiaries
paid $625 million to resolve allegations that
they sought to circumvent important
safeguards intended to preserve the integrity

paid $210 million to resolve allegations that it

*534)#% $ %0 %44 -6 9% 2 48fforgs recover money for federal programs In a matter that concluded in both a civil
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care programs for more-costly inpatient
services that should have been billed as
observation or out-patient services, paid
illegal remuneration to physicians in return

for patient referrals to HMA hospitals, and
inflated claims for emergency department
facility fees. In addition to these civil
recoveries, HMAO6Gs sub
Inc., pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy
to commit health care fraud arising from

illegal conduct designed to aggressively
increase admissions to the hospital and paid a
penaltyc.) thttps://

. A $35 million monetar
the Civil Division rePrfeddrt NattH o NPesp A tude rﬁmW&tceygov/épQ/p&/hogﬁi{m U _Lhainf o.M
continued commitment to fighting fraudsters repackaglng of certain drugs supplied to pay -over -260 -million -resolve -false -billing -
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gaino, said Assistant ré@glvg Qléggtigr% tha i?s%l&érﬁa?eriar?yo d y relationships with eight referring physicians
Hunt unreliable testing device that was intended to  "tended to induce patient referrals. https:/
. . N . . . www.justice.gov/opa/pr/detroit -area -
Of the $2.8 billion in settlements and aid clinicians in the diagnosis of drug hospital -system -pay -845 -million  -settle -false -
judgments recovered by the Department of overdoses, acute coronary syndrome and other cjaims -act-allegations -arising .
Justice this past fiscal year, $2.5 billion serious conditions. https://www.justice.gov/ . .
involved the health care industry, including opa/pr/alere  -pay -us-332-million -setile -false - AS some of the matters described illustrate,
drug and medical device manufacturers, claims -act-allegations -relating -unreliable - Fhe Department contlr_lued to place great
managed care providers, hospitals, diagnostic . importance c_)n_enforcmg_ the_ safeguards
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5 | e oniah . Janvﬁry 1 thﬁough MaEc
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DMEPOSE Competitive Bildding GAP
Starting January 1, 2019]| thebeSvﬂllabS RAGQ[]IOII\LI
the Competitive Bidding |[Program that CMS expects v
l ast until December 31, [2020.
MY FRIEND
During this period, benelfficiar c.n q;l-j{EREKﬁDDOS
items from any Medicare |enroll u pG ; J
WHERE’S MINE?
FOR MORE | NFORMATI ON:
https:// www. c-anslHdywod tOiud m/e@uwthr pach/ P Ar«khams a s Medi car e
Downl oads/{TemMmpRP@G&RPagr-Faheet received theirdneyv
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WHAT SHOULD YOU DO WITH EXPI RED OR |UI

- Never Flush any medications!
- Do Not Throw Away any medi cat.

FOR SAFE MEDI CATI ON DI SPOSAL

§ Take any unused or expired medications to a | o|lca
www. art akebbaacckk /ocreglilteacktéi cannd t ype AGrn t he ci ty olr
§ Find a drop box at | ocal police depart menz2td4oamnid
secure drop boxes at some coll ection sites suclh

GO TO A TAKE BACK EVENT
TakBeack events (a.k.a. Operation | ARKANSAS TAKE BACKI(e|t )
| ocations statewide in an eff ort|{monitor|Secure i p

or expired medications, but to e[ }m
dangers prescription medications =
Go to: https:// www. artakeback. org/7 To0or an event | n:

pe

Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson s airdigt heeg i aeindictk e
American history, affecting every sex, race, cl ass
from a drug overdose since 201838.
DOES MEDI CARE COVER TREATMENT FOR ALCOHOL
Medi car ealcooovlealsi sm and subStanceumbdsAssessment an
treatimenhbot h i npatient arnfd&BoRiTpatsieewt ceeat tpirmys diefd:
T Provider states that t hoeutspeatviierets haosepinteadli.c a3 BIyR~
necessary. when an individual shows| ¢
f Provider isapprMedcidc pre wirddrepemdency. SBIRT trelat
facility. o Screening: Assessment| t
f Provider sets up a plan fSGCVaerrelty of substance|
Some of the services covere@pg | ?tgg(/!aevﬁlglnafdﬁaz
but are not | imited to: |ncre s e a\'/vare;
1T Patient education regardlng ddIIVaIgClnuo S|! Stoaanake belh
treat ment
f Psychotherapy Ref_erral to treatment: | |f
1 Postospitalizuaption foll&dRVing additional treatmer
T Prescription drugs admi%itsht eP%fd® dlu'r§ ehigM&N th o&MHYq &
stay or injected at a dorbpcaotr'oesnt fC 8 rc& Wi I | choes tcjo
o Met hadone may be COVEF'@F' Ebﬁ?i@htamh'omnfxt'
hospital settings, bgPPI Y- F oPaf:vaFeEIefﬁ'VE
outpatient clinics whH8pB'T ISMFHEgPrEdOB AP S
o Outpatient prescript ghSdr h?al:ov 8d bgetlme
Part D. Il nNpat.] care |I's needed]|,
Medlecaorveered care at a hos
o Part D plans must cover medrcal’ly
necessary drugs to tlttapoutpbttantet PrRatwmeBnt gios
i Part D plans cannot covtehre nteat rhea.d oQrei goi r nnael n el dai hckaypr
admi ni stered medicationsseoviceacl sdbosgahceaames|e,
but they can cover methadodhsesthoceonhesecoantaBmwome

such as pain. amount .
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NEW MEDICARE CARD NUMBERS J Still vuinerable to
VOCABULARY Medical Identity Theft!
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(usually more exper During the Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period (MA OEP), you
T Continuin g t o bil can switch from your Medicare Advantage Plan (excluding Medical
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services.
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stating that Medi ¢e The MA OEP occurs each year from
something when it]v OPEN January 1 through March 31.
T Using another pers$c
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per mi ssi on You can only use this enrollment period if you have a Medicare
Advantage Plan. Changes made during this period are effective the first
of the following month.
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Medi car Annual credift
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SMP VOLUNTEERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT!
Really Special and Valuable People!

SMP Volunteer, EDI TTH BROW
Presenting tdhWe SIMPv enecsusfa gper e s ¢
Thank you Edith! Gregt job

SMP Vol u
SARI LEA D
fat Maumel |
the Lak

Hosting t
i nformat.
the Cent
Saril eab

This is h
which pro
VERY
SUCCESSF
She pl ans

at t he CernSMP Volunteer, JUNE | BRC
regul ar b SMP office by mailing c
Journals. Great work Ju
Thank you| Sarilea
thinking [outside
box! We |appl aud
you!
: Qur youngest S
TheArkan_s_asSMP|scur'rently JENNI FER ROBER
recruiting volunteers! SMP office by
COME JOIN THE FUN! Heal thcare Jour
. Jenni fer for yo
Call Dee Edwards, Volunteer Coordinator We appreciate y[o
1-866-726 -2916
SMP - Empowering Seniors to
E Prevent Medicare Fraud!




FRAUD I N TH&

Fraudulent Sleep Studies
Al exand&d i a, VA

A sleep study business owner was sentenced to seven years in prison for health care fraud
and tax charges for operating a fraudulent sleep study clinic. She directed her employees to
solicit patients who had been referred to her clinic for legitimate sleep studies for
supplemental but medically unnecessary studies. To conceal the scheme, she instructed
empl oyees not to send the results of the fraudulle
to patients by telling them they did not have to pay copays or coinsurance. The owner used
the fraudulent proceeds to purchase a Rolex watch, mink coats, several luxury vehicles, and

a $1 million home, as well as five condominiums worth more than $2.9 million.
SOURCE Departmempteos raldeaawe .q4t

$1M WHISLEBLOWER CASE

Lake Worth Doctor Charged with Medicare Fraud
Palm Bé&dach FL

Lavish lifestyle raised suspicion
An employee at the Clear Vue Eye Center in Palm Beadh
bundling and billing for services never rendered, and
settl ement resul ted, and as a resul t, the reporter was
you see something, say somet hing! You can helMR tShMP|f i
at 8@8916.

Watch this news clip

https:// www. youtube. com/ watch?vzz

DME Conviction, Settlement Announced

Here are two separate cases involving durabl ¢ |
I n the first, a federal jury found the owner JoI
of Medicare fraud and identity theft. The schlel
patients and never ordered by a physician. Shle
patient files, and falsified prescdupyiwhsefl c|b:
providing much cheaper standard wheel chairess t]Jo
rel ease

I n another case, a company agreed to pay mor ¢
all egations Compl aints were based primarily Jol
tel emarketing scheme to sell knee and back brja:
all eged that the company violated Medicareds |p!
products to beneficiariesprdsesadeleasepart ment |o



https://www.justice.gov/usao-edva/pr/former-owner-sleep-study-businesses-sentenced-fraud%20/
https://www.virginiamercury.com/blog-va/after-operating-fraudulent-sleep-study-clinic-sterling-woman-sentenced-to-seven-years/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdga/pr/thomson-business-owner-convicted-medicare-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdga/pr/thomson-business-owner-convicted-medicare-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ut/pr/durable-medical-equipment-provider-agrees-pay-16-million-resolve-false-claims-allegations
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One Step Clodgear etndllyGBHibusi ng

Il n November (2018), (S5AGRiogl ebnhat e|d
|l nger sol | Seni or Residences. The t]o
beam is placed atop a building, an|d
jconstruction! SAGE celebrated with
dpartner, the constructiogercselwl win|d
argestffri@d™dly el der housing devel
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New report highlights challenges of LGBT ple

What uniqgque issues arise when Al zheimero6s and other deme|n
expreslsGBbmhm?and Dememewabrief developed by the Al zhei mer 6]s
hardships of older LGBT people who face Al zheimerés and |o
more than a dozen recommendations for improving carleedrormr
mor e
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Knowl edge is power !
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https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/privacy/guidance/access/index.html
https://engage.ahima.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=65a95abe-c892-2e4a-7012-d1f8e7fa740e&forceDialog=0
https://engage.ahima.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=65a95abe-c892-2e4a-7012-d1f8e7fa740e&forceDialog=0
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ocr/privacy/hipaa/understanding/consumers/sharing-family-friends.pdf
https://getmyhealthdata.org/
http://getmyhealthdata.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/HIPAA-Consumer-FAQ_FINAL.pdf
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://khn.org/news/in-days-of-data-galore-patients-have-trouble-getting-own-medical-records/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66972197&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8TULBE2BXziUqk1RFWxFgA4nVfrRuuuHN4_C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XYJAXMwxpy-rWZX83msKUVE0ZHhnqY3zv3LWIqanfaR3XGdKewgXpPFkRX8DqFFhh9PplVjsZe27uJO6aRoyGJmILxrOSnP-Ufn95fh7ifw3aSps9UHHIjAjy_dfw025rZXcELuxg9sklP-uDiyQj-LYIvULNO3JL5-Am
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001oCQLslNV2QiYpnc7MslcROBp0wHnW94fy5S5lPgKky1WnCzQphiUbv6WcRv7pHGuAl2bOQTnBLA56qf8kaRd1QCFSdlaACTiI7F38od-9mzIQcvfHeTTEYJZTeQrK3zTRGo5A78y3xdwXoDNSv8-aFyS-ZSAjD5Xw7dw0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001oCQLslNV2QiYpnc7MslcROBp0wHnW94fy5S5lPgKky1WnCzQphiUboEV0TOzR7PCsXB3N88r2NHjz9CL7521RleQTwGj4a1xR-X4IUc2YS2rlY4gPS0E5O8vDcHGjtdCc6FJp1EwEZIoTOgIuykfWQ%3D%3D%26c%3DLh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QRCVdkg6mVzlGbyitmz45HHyA-kwJx5XEspPNW1dKsd26pVWT0rfDqqbUjeC8vQPoTWLThVBlU4zsRPv3N6Dq7vr0H_hvvzllzi-HHB4CJXAaaG2yx5vkAI3K2ihUPbQuLFG1-BUdzR8qcBUJy8seOKTZkIbTiz5eev4odIq5u9CaIm_XrNoK_qaIiZcgNVylga6bmRwjkfI191EuFbxbLJI2vweY02hvCjc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QRCVdkg6mVzlGbyitmz45HHyA-kwJx5XEspPNW1dKsd26pVWT0rfDqqbUjeC8vQPsVbX0NxwqpbDvqgDgbQb3GpeimNHJqpOPh06QC4pbkJ7TRfTMQrr8ZY-ze6mcFW-q2Jm8zToGLBcrkytosXFlSYZCoiSF7TkhsyJBD7ymZyiY5Rkdi4f3FUbAHiNdEhyWmCYtV0fFXGk8LSpwfaPTR97BOj5B8z6r8qo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QRCVdkg6mVzlGbyitmz45HHyA-kwJx5XEspPNW1dKsd26pVWT0rfDqqbUjeC8vQPsVbX0NxwqpbDvqgDgbQb3GpeimNHJqpOPh06QC4pbkJ7TRfTMQrr8ZY-ze6mcFW-q2Jm8zToGLBcrkytosXFlSYZCoiSF7TkhsyJBD7ymZyiY5Rkdi4f3FUbAHiNdEhyWmCYtV0fFXGk8LSpwfaPTR97BOj5B8z6r8qo
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